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Mr, Stone goes 
to Washington 
on 'JFK’ crusade 

By Kevin Phinney 

A few weeks ago, the notion that 
Oliver Stone’s “JFK” could lead to 
further developments in the 1963 
assassination of President John 
F.Kennedy seemed absurd to 
some, remote to others. But as 
Stone takes his case to the Nation- 
al Press Club in Washington today, 
congressmen are beginning to 
take seriously his demands to re- 
lease all files pertaining to JFK’s 
murder. 

After taping “The Oprah Win- 
frey Show” in Chicago Tuesday, 
the director seemed gratified. 
“The fact that the film has been 
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helpful in shifting the momentum 
makes me very proud,” Stone said, 
“but obviously this must include 
all the files without exemption, and 
if the CIA, FBI and military intelli- 
gence were to join suit, then I 
believe the whole truth would be 
known to the American people.” 

Among those weighing Stone’s 
request is Rep. Louis Stokes, D- 
Ohio, chairman in the 1970s of the 
House Select Committee on As- 
sassinations which investigated 
the murders of Kennedy and the 
Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. Some 
840 boxes of files pertaining to 
Kennedy’s assassination have 
been sealed by the committee until 
the year 2029. A vote of Congress 
could rescind that decision. 

One congressional aide said 
Monday that comments by Sen. 
Edward Kennedy, D-Mass., about 
the film and the files have played a 
pivotal role in the growing demand 
for publication of all documents re- 
lating to the assassination. Sen. 
Kennedy is the sole surviving 
brother of the slain president and 
Sen. Robert Kennedy, who was 
murdered during his presidential 
campaign in 1968. In an interview 
Friday, Kennedy said he has no 


plans to see “JFK,” but agreed the 
secret files should be released. 

Frank Mankiewicz, who handles 
non-entertainment-related press 
for the film, said that Robert Ken- 
nedy told him prior to his assassi- 
nation that any files pertaining to 
the president’s murder should be 
made public. Mankiewicz was Rob- 
ert Kennedy’s press secretary dur- 
ing his 1968 White House bid. 

“All I can tell you is that opin- 
ions on Capitol Hill are shifting 
right now on this issue,” one con- 
gressional aide said Monday. “We 
won’t know what’s happening for 
another couple of days yet.” 

President Bush recently de- 
nounced the film’s allegations that 
Kennedy was ambushed by a wide 
assortment of internal government 
traitors. □ 
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